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lived. Thank you for a job well done.
Millions of people are grateful for your
sacrifice, for your hard work. We are
indebted to you. Thank you, my friend.
Enjoy your retirement. But we will

miss you.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.

Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I will now yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART).

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I have got some
very important visitors in my office at
this time, but I mentioned to them,
and I know they understand, that I
wanted to come down to speak a
minute on someone who has long been
south Florida’s treasure and really be-
came the national treasure, Max
Mayfield, who has saved countless
lives.

And with his demeanor and profes-
sionalism even in those extraordinarily
tense moments, Mr. Speaker, when
storms are approaching or have ar-
rived, Max was that great sea of tran-
quility that helped our communities
wherever those storms were approach-
ing through those tense moments. And
he is really an extraordinary human
being with a wonderful team. So my
heart goes out to that team that he
helped build and is still there doing
great work.

And to Max, as he begins this new
chapter in his life, Godspeed, with our
profound gratitude for having helped so
many for so many years with your very
important work, Max Mayfield.

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I would now like to
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mr. Britt “Max”’
Mayfield on an exemplary career of
service to his fellow citizens, and to
wish him well in his much-deserved re-
tirement.

In his 34 years of service to the Na-
tion, Max Mayfield has personified the
dedication and excellence that make
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s National Weather
Service one of the crown jewels of the
Federal Government.

Since he began forecasting weather
for the Air Force in 1970 and over more
than three decades with the National
Weather Service, Max has helped push
forward the science of forecasting to
help make our Nation a safer place.
But just making better forecasts has
never been enough for Max, because a
forecast does no good if no one hears it.
Mr. Mayfield has also dedicated his ca-
reer to making sure that his always-
improving forecasts got out quickly, as
quickly as possible, to the people who
need them. He understands not only
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the science of forecasting hurricanes,
but the science of communication.

There is no doubt in my mind that
Max Mayfield’s exemplary efforts and
those of his hardworking staff at the
National Hurricane Center’s Tropical
Prediction Center have helped commu-
nities prepare for impending disasters
and have saved lives in communities
around the country and around the
world.

I am not alone in my esteem for Mr.
Mayfield. The American Meteorology
Society, the National Association of
Government Communicators, ABC Tel-
evision, the National Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Sciences, the National
Hurricane Conference, the Department
of Commerce, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and
President George W. Bush have all pre-
sented Max with formal awards for his
outstanding achievements and service
to his craft and to society. And those
are just the formal awards. They do
not include the many personal ‘‘thank
yous’” that he has received from the
very people he has spent his life serv-
ing, and from the people whose lives he
has helped save.

My colleagues, in Congress we think
we are busy, and, indeed, we are. But I
understand that in the thick of storm
season, Mr. Mayfield sometimes did
more than 100 interviews in 1 day. Now,
that is busy. I am certain he is looking
forward to retirement.

I am pleased to express my deepest
gratitude to Max Mayfield and to his
endlessly supportive family for sharing
him with us for this time.

Max, God bless you and the work you
have done. I wish you calm weather
and smooth sailing in your retirement.

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 30 sec-
onds.

We do a lot of important work in
Congress, and we pass a lot of good res-
olutions for good people, but rarely can
you actually say that here is a person
who has saved thousands upon thou-
sands upon thousands of lives in his
work. He is truly a fine, wonderful pub-
lic servant, and it is wonderful to be
able to have the opportunity to now
support and vote on this fine resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to thank Chair-
man GORDON and his staff and my col-
leagues who have helped me put to-
gether this resolution and to honor Mr.
Mayfield.

I would just like to conclude by say-
ing that we wish Mr. Mayfield a won-
derful retirement with his wife Linda
and their three kids. And, again, I
would like to congratulate him for his
exemplary service and his distin-
guished career at the National Weather
Service and National Hurricane Center.
The Nation is going to miss him.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MAHONEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 72.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA-LINCOLN VOLLEY-
BALL TEAM FOR WINNING NCAA
DIVISION I WOMEN’S VOLLEY-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 99)
commending the TUniversity of Ne-
braska-Lincoln volleyball team for
winning the NCAA Division I Women’s
Volleyball Championship, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 99

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln Husker volleyball team won the 2006
NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball Na-
tional Championship at the Qwest Center in
Omaha, Nebraska, on December 16, 2006;

Whereas Husker junior Sarah Pavan was
chosen as the Nation’s top collegiate female
volleyball player, winning the 2006-07 Honda
Sports Award for volleyball;

Whereas Pavan was named the ESPN the
Magazine Academic All-American of the
Year, becoming Nebraska’s 234th Academic
All-American and the program’s 29th Aca-
demic All-American in volleyball, totals
that lead the Nation;

Whereas the Huskers completed the 2006
season with a record of 33-1;

Whereas Husker head coach John Cook has
lead the team to 2 national championships;

Whereas the Husker volleyball team made
its sixth appearance in the NCAA finals;

Whereas the 2006 Huskers are only the
third team in the history of the NCAA to
lead the American Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation poll for an entire season;

Whereas the entire Husker volleyball team
should be commended for its determination,
work ethic, attitude, and heart;

Whereas the University of Nebraska is
building an impressive legacy of excellence
in its volleyball program; and

Whereas the University of Nebraska
volleyball players have brought great honor
to themselves, their families, their univer-
sity, and the State of Nebraska: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln Husker volleyball team for winning
the 2006 NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball
National Championship; and

(2) recognizes the achievements of the
players, coaches, students, and staff whose
hard work and dedication made the Cham-
pionship possible.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to in-
sert material relevant to House Resolu-
tion 99 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to congratulate the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln for winning
the NCAA Division I Women’s Volley-
ball Championship.

On December 16, 2006, the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln Huskers volley-
ball team won the 2006 NCAA Division
I Championship by defeating the Stan-
ford University Cardinals at the Qwest
Center in Omaha, Nebraska.

I want to extend my congratulations
to head coach John Cook, head assist-
ant coach Lee Meas, assistant coach
Charlene Johnson-Tagaloa, and the di-
rector of volleyball operations Lindsay
Wischmeier. Also supporting the team
was athletic director Steve Pederson
and the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln chancellor Harvey Perlman.

The Huskers, Mr. Speaker, had an ex-
ceptional record of 33-1 and had four
All-Americans on their team. Junior
Sarah Pavan also won the 2006-2007
Honda Sports Award. This award is
given to the Nation’s top collegiate fe-
male volleyball player. Pavan was also
named the ESPN Magazine Academic
All-American of the Year.

And I also want to extend my con-
gratulations to the Stanford Univer-
sity Cardinals. The Cardinals had a
record of 30-4. The Cardinals were the
PAC-10 Conference champions and were
honored by four women receiving All-
American honors.
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Student athletes, as we know, bal-
ance a rigorous school workload with
the many practices and games in which
they compete.

So I am proud of all the student ath-
letes for their dedication to their
school work and their sport. The NCAA
promotes its 380,000 student athletes to
work with numerous service organiza-
tions, including the American Red
Cross, Habitat for Humanity and the
American Cancer Society.

Winning the national championship
and finishing the season with a 33-1
record has brought positive national
recognition and attention to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, and I
know that the fans of the university
will cherish this moment as they look
forward to the 2007 season.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I congratu-
late the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln for their success.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to rise
in support of House Resolution 99. This
resolution honors the top-ranked Uni-
versity of Nebraska women'’s volleyball
team for their victory over the second-
ranked Stanford University Cardinals.
The Huskers rallied to defeat Stanford
3-1 for their third NCAA Division I
women’s volleyball championship in
front of a record crowd of 17,209 fans at
the Quest Center in Omaha.

Led by four All-Americans, including
national player of the year Sarah
Pavan, the Huskers won the school’s
ninth Big 12 title in 11 years with a 19—
1 Big 12 record, and a 33-1 overall
record. This is the second national title
that the team has won with head coach
John Cook leading the team.

I extend my congratulations to
Coach John Cook, all of the hard-
working players, the fans and the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. I am happy to join
my good friends and colleagues, Rep-
resentatives SMITH, FORTENBERRY, and
TERRY, in honoring this exceptional
team and all of its accomplishments,
and wish all involved success in the fu-
ture.

My only regret, since I enjoy playing
volleyball myself, is that I never had
the opportunity to watch them play in
person. But it would have been a real
pleasure, had I been able to.

I ask my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of Mr. SMITH, the sponsor of this reso-
lution, I apologize on his behalf that he
is unable to be here, but he dearly
wanted to be here to speak on this res-
olution. In his absence, I am next
pleased to yield 3 minutes to another
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY).

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Michigan
for his time and his commendations of
the University of Nebraska volleyball
team.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to also thank
Representative ADRIAN SMITH for origi-
nally sponsoring this resolution con-
gratulating all the members of the
volleyball team. I am pleased to co-
sponsor this resolution as well to bring
attention to the national successes of
this team out of Lincoln.

Just a month ago, as it was men-
tioned, the team won the 2006 NCAA
Division I women’s volleyball cham-
pionship. I am very proud of the Husk-
er team and particularly proud to say
that this team represents all of Ne-
braska.

Mr. Speaker, success isn’t something
that just happens. It takes fore-
thought, hard work, persistence and
dedication, and the members of the
Huskers women’s volleyball team cer-
tainly earned it.

Every member of the team should be
commended for her dedication, as well
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as Head Coach John Cook, who led the
team with skill and discipline. Under
Coach Cook’s leadership, the team fin-
ished the season with an astounding
record of 33-1. Not only did Coach Cook
lead this team to a national champion-
ship, but this is his third time in that
leadership seat.

The University of Nebraska women’s
volleyball team is a shining example of
the best that Nebraska has to offer.
Again, I would like to congratulate the
team.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I want to
thank the previous speaker for com-
mending me for my support of Ne-
braska athletes. That is certainly true,
except for one time when I was invited
to speak to a conference at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. At this conference, I
was speaking on teaching better math-
ematics in elementary schools. Then I
saw a huge billboard as I was driving
into Lincoln to give the speech, and I
saw how badly they needed my speech
on mathematics, because there was a
big billboard that announced ‘‘Wel-
come to the University of Nebraska.
Home of the number one football team
in America.” Well, that year, of course,
Michigan was the number one team,
but Nebraska refused to concede that.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to
yield 3 minutes to another gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY).

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, yes, we
enjoy, ranking member, former chair-
man, Michigan Stater, having that 1997
national championship trophy promi-
nently displayed when you walk into
the athletic facilities. It is too bad that
we weren’t able to leave that game on
the field back then, but I am sure that
Nebraska would have won by 30 or 40
points.

Now, I have to defend the football
team, Mr. Speaker, when challenged
like that.

But I am so proud of our women’s
volleyball team and to be a cosponsor
with ADRIAN SMITH of this resolution.
What an incredible achievement. Our
volleyball team started the season
ranked number one with high expecta-
tions and ended the season number one
in a hard-fought duel with Stanford,
the number two rated team in the Na-
tion. And some even had the audacity
to think that Stanford was a better
team. But, boy, it was the match of a
century, two titans battling it out. And
the University of Nebraska in the fifth
game prevailed for the national cham-
pionship.

Not only are we proud of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska women’s volleyball
team for their play on the court but
also those in attendance. My home-
town of Omaha hosted the national
championship tournament, and we now
hold the record for attendance for a
women’s volleyball match in America;
17,200 fans attended each session. I
think that speaks well of the sports en-
thusiasm in Nebraska.



H1288

I also want to acknowledge one of the
players on that team, Sarah Pavan, a
junior, who has become the second
player in NCAA history to be named
the American Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation Player of the Year and Aca-
demic All-American of the year from
ESPN Magazine. That is truly a stu-
dent athlete.

I urge all of my colleagues to join the
Nebraska delegation today in recog-
nizing the outstanding play of our
volleyball team, the coaching and the
support that this volleyball team has
from its fans in Nebraska.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, so I am pleased to
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am just going to close on this res-
olution and thank my colleagues for
bringing it to the floor. This is House
Resolution 99, which commends the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln volley-
ball team for winning the NCAA Divi-
sion I women’s volleyball champion-
ship. It has been fun for me to listen to
my colleagues as they commend this
spectacular team. And even though I
am a Californian, I still want to let
them know that this is a wonderful ac-
complishment, and particularly, I ap-
plaud the women athletes that were
part of this contest.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
DAvIsS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 99, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN SPIRITUAL AS A NA-
TIONAL TREASURE

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 120)
recognizing the African American spir-
itual as a national treasure.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 120

Whereas beginning in 1619, when slavery
was introduced into the European colonies,
enslaved Africans remained in bondage until
1865, when the United States ratified the 13th
amendment to the Constitution;

Whereas during that period of the history
of the United States, the first expression of
that unique American music was created by
enslaved African Americans who—

(1) used their knowledge of the English lan-
guage and the Christian religious faith, as it
had been taught to them in the New World;
and

(2) stealthily wove within the music their
experience of coping with human servitude
and their strong desire to be free;

Whereas, as a method of survival, enslaved
African Americans who were forbidden to
speak their native languages, play musical
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instruments they had used in Africa, or prac-
tice their traditional religious beliefs, relied
on their strong African oral tradition of
songs, stories, proverbs, and historical ac-
counts to create this original music, now
known as spirituals;

Whereas Calvin Earl, a noted performer
and educator on African American spirituals,
remarked that the Christian lyrics became a
metaphor for freedom from slavery, a secret
way for slaves to ‘‘communicate with each
other, teach their children, record their his-
tory, and heal their pain’’;

Whereas the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission found that ‘“‘some of those daring
and artful runaway slaves who entered New
Jersey by way of the Underground Railroad
no doubt sang the words of old Negro spir-
ituals like ‘Steal Away’ before embarking on
their perilous journey north’’;

Whereas African American spirituals
spread all over the United States, and the
songs we know of today may only represent
a small portion of the total number of spir-
ituals that once existed;

Whereas Frederick Douglass, a fugitive
slave who would become one of the leading
abolitionists of the United States, remarked
that the spirituals ‘“‘told a tale of woe which
was then altogether beyond my feeble com-
prehension; they were tones loud, long, and
deep; they breathed the prayer and com-
plaint of souls boiling over with the bitterest
anguish. Every tone was a testimony against
slavery and a prayer to God for deliverance
from chains. . . .””; and

Whereas the American Folklife Preserva-
tion Act (Public Law 94-201; 20 U.S.C. 2101
note) finds that ‘“the diversity inherent in
American folklife has contributed greatly to
the cultural richness of the nation and has
fostered a sense of individuality and identity
among the American people’”: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that African American spir-
ituals are a poignant and powerful genre of
music that have become one of the most sig-
nificant segments of American music in ex-
istence;

(2) expresses the deepest gratitude, rec-
ognition, and honor to the former enslaved
Africans in the United States for their gifts
to our Nation, including their original music
and oral history; and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation that reflects on the important
contribution of African American spirituals
to American history, and naming the African
American spiritual a national treasure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I request 5 legislative days during
which Members may insert material
relevant to H. Res. 120 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the African
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American spiritual as a national treas-
ure. From 1619 to 1865, enslaved African
Americans created their own unique
form of expression known today as
spirituals. As African Americans were
not allowed to speak their native lan-
guages or play African musical instru-
ments, spirituals were incorporated
into the English language and the
Christian religious faith. These spir-
ituals were the strong African oral tra-
dition of songs, stories, proverbs and
historical accounts. Spirituals have
been a part of American culture from
times of slavery to today, and their
legacy is clear in today’s gospel music.

Spirituals were also sung during the
civil rights movement in the 1960s.
Songs that we are familiar with, such
as ‘“We Shall Overcome’ and ‘‘March-
ing 'Round Selma,” were heard in the
South to unite African Americans in
the struggle for civil rights.

Some of the more commonly known
songs, including ‘‘Swing Low Sweet
Chariot” and ‘“The Gospel Train,” used
language which described religious ac-
tivities but had a second meaning re-
lating to the Underground Railroad.

Calvin Earl, a noted performer and
educator of African American spir-
ituals, stated that the lyrics used in
spirituals became a metaphor for free-
dom from slavery, and they were a se-
cret way for slaves to communicate
with each other, teach their young,
record their history and heal their
pain.

Frederick Douglass, a fugitive slave
who became one of the United States’
leading abolitionists, stated that spir-
ituals ‘“‘told a tale of woe which was
then altogether beyond my feeble com-
prehension’ and that ‘‘every tone was
a testimony against slavery and a
prayer to God for deliverance from
chains.”

This resolution is endorsed by the
NAACP and the National Council of
Negro Women, and I want to add my
voice to theirs in support of helping to
preserve a treasured, a really treasured
piece of American history.

I urge my colleagues to resoundingly
pass this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 120, recognizing
African American spirituals as a na-
tional treasure.

Simply defined, spirituals are the
songs created and first sung by African
Americans during the times of slavery.
These songs should be celebrated as a
part of the American culture today, for
they are the source from which gospel,
jazz and blues evolved. The lyrics of
these songs are tightly linked with the
lives of their authors and were inspired
by the message of Jesus Christ and the
Gospel of the Bible.
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The most pervasive message con-
veyed by spirituals is that of an
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